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—— Dii talem terris avertite Pcfem ! Virg. 














BOGS S there mult be, in all well-regulated 
VOLES s States, a Variety of Officers, in a due 
. el a (ge Subordination one to another, for the 
Ae w~) Management and carrying on the Bufi- 
~: Kee. {fs of the Publick ; fo the Nat d 
DT = nefs o ck 5 Nature an 
Power of thefe Officers vary, in diffe. 

rent Nations, according to the different Conftitutions 
of their refpeétive Governments. For this Reafon, 
in abfolute Monarchies, we generally find a Perfon 
invefted by the Prince with the fole Management and 
Direction of all his Affairs, under the Title of Prime 
Minister; who is, by Virtue of his Office, as he 
commonly proves himfelf to be by his Actions, an ar- 
bitrary Vice-Roy or Deputy Tyrant. But the Power 
of fuch a Mixiffer feems to be inconfiflent with the 
Nature of a free State, whether a Commonwealth ora 
limited Monarchy; (unlefs it be upon extraordinary 
Occafions ; as the Riman Difators were created of 
old) becaufe the abfolute, uncontroulable Will of one 
Man has been generally found to end in the Deftruc- 
tion of Liserty in general; and though it may be faid 
that a limited Monarch cannot delegate more Power 
than he is inveited with himfelf, and therefore cannot 
make any of his Minifters ab/o/ute; yet every fuch 
Prince has to much Power to be repofed in the Hands 
of any of his Servants ; for Experience fhews us, that 
a worfe Ufe is commonly made of the Regal Autho- 
rity, when in the Poiffeflion of a private Subjea, 
than under the Diretion of the Prince himfelf — 
there 

















128 The CRAFTSMAN, N° 





POLI CF ROAT FE OETO 
SA ER) CN SE OOD PE 
SFE CQO GRASSO LEERO 


N° 22. Ahouday, February 20. 





—— Dii talem terris avertite Pcfem ! Virg. 














BOGS S there mult be, in all well-regulated 
VOLES s States, a Variety of Officers, in a due 
. el a (ge Subordination one to another, for the 
Ae w~) Management and carrying on the Bufi- 
~: Kee. {fs of the Publick ; fo the Nat d 
DT = nefs o ck 5 Nature an 
Power of thefe Officers vary, in diffe. 

rent Nations, according to the different Conftitutions 
of their refpeétive Governments. For this Reafon, 
in abfolute Monarchies, we generally find a Perfon 
invefted by the Prince with the fole Management and 
Direction of all his Affairs, under the Title of Prime 
Minister; who is, by Virtue of his Office, as he 
commonly proves himfelf to be by his Actions, an ar- 
bitrary Vice-Roy or Deputy Tyrant. But the Power 
of fuch a Mixiffer feems to be inconfiflent with the 
Nature of a free State, whether a Commonwealth ora 
limited Monarchy; (unlefs it be upon extraordinary 
Occafions ; as the Riman Difators were created of 
old) becaufe the abfolute, uncontroulable Will of one 
Man has been generally found to end in the Deftruc- 
tion of Liserty in general; and though it may be faid 
that a limited Monarch cannot delegate more Power 
than he is inveited with himfelf, and therefore cannot 
make any of his Minifters ab/o/ute; yet every fuch 
Prince has to much Power to be repofed in the Hands 
of any of his Servants ; for Experience fhews us, that 
a worfe Ufe is commonly made of the Regal Autho- 
rity, when in the Poiffeflion of a private Subjea, 
than under the Diretion of the Prince himfelf — 
there 
























Yr To 2 a CSC 





Noon, The CRAFTSMAN. 129 


there feems to be an obvious Reafon for This; fince 
a King, who is poffeffed, during Life, of all the Pow- 
er, Prerogative, and Jurifdiction, which are agreeable 
to the fundamental Laws of the Country over which 
he reigns, and has the fame Rights intailed on his 
Pofterity, cannot, without being a Man of very ill 
Principles, have any farther Views becaufe his true 
Intereft, upon a little Recolleétion, will inftruét him 
to confine his Thoughts within thefe facred Barriers. 
Whereas a Mini/fer, who is in great Power to-day, 
and perhaps afraid of lofing it to-morrow, (efpecially, 
if he be a Man of a fmall, paternal Inheritance) will 
be tempted to ama{s exorbitant Wealth by indireé& 
Methods, and aggrandize his ow Family at the Ex- 
pence of the Publick. Nay, even fuppoting the Cafe 
of a bad Prince, who, through the Inftigations of 
Ambition, or a cruel, tyrannical Difpofition, fhould 
be inclined to opprefs his Subjects, I believe the Bulk 
of the People would be much more eafy under any 
Hardfhips, which could be laid upon them by their 
Swereign, than fuch as they fhould fuffer from one of 
their Equals. 

This is fufficient to fhew, that the Office of a 
Prime Miniffer is, in its Nature, of dangerous Con- 
fequence to a free People; but there is another Con- 
fideration, which, though it be not of the fame Im- 
portance, ought to make every rational Briton join his 
Voice and his Intereft againft fuch an over-grown 
Power in any of his Fe//low-Subje&s 3 for, 

When a Prince referves the Prerogative in his own 
Hands, or divides it amongft a certain Number of his 
Subjeéts, to be adminifter’d in an egua/ Manner (as it 
has been moft ufual in this Kingdom) the royal Smiles, 
Favours and Honours, as well as the Offices of the 
Kingdom, both great and {mall, are commonly diftri- 
buted in the fame egua/and impartial Manner. Where- 
as, when the whole Power of the Crown has becn 
lodged in a fingle Hand, we may obferve that —— 

ities 











130 The CRAFTSMAN. N° 99, 


Titles and Preferments have been generally monzpp. 
dized, and the whole Bounty of a Court thought little 
enough to fatiate the craving, hungry Appetites of 
ene Family. 

Nay, we have feen this Spirit of Rapine and J. 
racioujnefs carried to fuch an heighth, under fome 
Adminiftrations, that, not content with all the Crop 
has had in its Power to beftow, they have attempted 
to engrofs the Favours and Suffrages of the People; 
nor do I want Inftances to fhew, that oppofing only 
the Wel Coufin of a great Man has been call'd op- 
poing the Miniftry, and look’d on as a Mark of Ma- 
lignancy and Difaffecion. 

As inconfiderable and felf-interefted as this Obfer- 
vation may feem, yet it certainly ought to have fome 
Weight in a free Nation; for the prefent moft excel- 
Jent Bifhop of Sarum very juftly obferved, in an- 
{wer to one of his Opponents in a late famous Con- 
troverfy, that, altho’ no Man has a natural Right toe 
Place at Court; yet every Man bas a Right to get 
one, if he can. And, if the old, beaten Topick of all 
the Whig-writers can be juftify’d, that a Kingdom 
was not made for one Man, meaning the Prince, it 
could not furely be defigned only to gratify the Pride, 
Avarice, and Ambition of a Private SuByject. 

But as fuch a Power in any Miniffer is contrary 
to the true Intereft of the Peoples fo it is alfo of 
dangerous Confequence to the Prince himfelf; efpe- 
cially in a limited Government. 

An abfolute Monarth indeed, who is under no Re- 
itraint but his own Will, may raife a Favourite to what 
heighth of Power he pleafes, without being under 
any great Apprehenfions from his Treachery or Am- 
bition ; becaufe he can pull him down, when he be- 
gins to grow infolent, with the fame high Hand that 
lifted him up. But a /imited M.narch, who, in order 
to reign happily, is obliged to preferve an Harmony 
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ipo. | by the Conftitution, join’d with him in the /egiflative 
ttle ] Power) ought to be very cautious how far he aggran- 


dizes any Of his Servants, or trufts the Power out of 
his own Hands ; becaufe a Miniffer, who has the Dif- 
Vy. | pofition of Preferments and Honours, may ftrength- 
me J en himfelf fo much by Caba/s, Alliances, Obliga- ) 
con | tions, and immenfe Wealth, that it may become dan- 
ed fj gerous for the Prince to difplace him; even though 
le; BP he fhould be, perfonally, as ill-beloved by him/e/f, as 
ly J he is by the Generality of bis Subjeds. | 
ip I have now before me a little Book, intitled, Rw/es 
a@- | of GOVERNMENT 3 or, @ true Ballance between So- 
VEREIGNTY and Liperty 3 faid to be written by a 
t- | Peron of Honour, immediately after the late civit } 
i =f Wars and now publifbed {in 1710.) to prevent anc- 
- | ther. Though this Treatife is chiefly written in an 
1- High-Church Strain, (which I prefume, will be no 
- | Objection to its Authority at this Time) yet it con- 
tains fome honeft Direétions upon this Subje&t, which 
I beg leave to tranfcribe. 

He tells us, in one Place, ( {peaking of Coun/ellors) 
that Overgreatne/s in one, or over-ftriGt Combination in 
afew, may be both dangerous to a Prince. In another 
Place he fays, that it is a great Fault ina Prince * to 
« Jook upon no Man hAim/e/f, but through a G/a/s 5 
“or as the Image of a Man is reflected unto him 
; “ from a Favourite, or fome great Officer ; ior This is 
“to frengthen their Root, and weaken his own $ for 
“here, though the Gui/t is his, the Od/igation is 
“ another’s. This makes him have many Attendants 
‘but few Servants; for Servants, placed about him 
“ by great Men, are rather their Spies than his Ser- 
“ vants. Such Unconcernednefs as This, who are 
“ about him, makes him appear like a Yozen blocked 
“up. He can freely receive no Provifions he ftands 
“ in need of ; and his own Servants are difheartened, 
“ by perceiving great Mens Friends or Servants every 
« Day preferred or gratified before them. This 
“ Courfe 
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«© Courfe chills all Pud/ick-/piritedne/s ; for Men, in. 
** troduced by Favourites, think they fhall laft no 
‘* longer than their Patrons, who are often changed, 
or in the Wain ; and fo they come unto a Cour: 
“¢ like Harve/?-Men, who ferve only in a fhort Time 
“© to reap That, which others plowed and harrowed; 
“¢ or they work only in fair Weather, and when the 
«¢ Corn is carrying into the Barn. 

The fame Author gives as wholefome Advice to 
Minifters of State, in the following Paragraph : which 
Ido, by thefe Prefents, humbly beg Leave to re. 
commend to the ferious Confideration of all great 
Men in the feveral Courts of Europe. 

«* A wife Counfellor, /ays He, will not engro/s to 
“ many Affairs into his own Hands, nor encroach 
<< upon other Mens Offices; nor be apt to undervalue 
« them in it, to raife his own Credit by the Lofs of 
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“* other Mens 3 for he that does good Offices to others, | 
** is in the beft way to make hearty Friends to him- | 
«« felf; and he muft be patient to hear other Mens | 


“ Advices ; nay, with fome Refpeétfulnefs, bear their 
«© Follies; and he muft be unconcern’d when his owz 
“* Counfels are not comply’d with, or are laid afide. 

I fhall leave thefe wholefome Dire&ions to Thof, 
whom they may concern, and conclude with obferving 
in general, that the Office of a prime Miniffer {feems 
to be calculated for an ab/olute Government ; though, 
in my Opinion, even fuch a Government would fare 
much better, if the Prince would vouchfafe to manage 
his Affairs himfelf. But the Power of fuch an Officer 
is entirely repugnant to the Safety of a free State; 
which is fo fully demonftrated by Hiffory and Expe- 
rience, that I need not infift upon it any farther. In 
Governments purely popular, I cannot, at prefent, 
recollect any Inftance of fuch a Miniffer 3 unlefs it be 
of the famous De Wit in Holland ; whofe terrible 
Fate will, in all Probability, deter others from at- 
tempting fuch a Power. In England we have _ 
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